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Minami Watanabe
Futaba high school

It was 2:46 p.m. March 11. I had spent peaceful days without facing any big problems up
until that time.

However the situation changed. We had a massive earthquake, tsunami, and nuclear
power plant disaster, and I can’t go back home now because my house is located only 10km
away from Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant. I have spent hard days ever since.

Every single day I'm asking my parents “When will we be able to go back to our house?”
After one month in the evacuation center, I was getting impatient. I couldn’t go to school and
didn’t even have my school supplies, and I wondered if I fell behind other high school students.

I am thankful for the support that allowed me to go to Futaba High School in a form of
satellite school since May 9 Thanks to that, I can live a life almost same as before the
earthquake.

I will never forget that a lot of people really helped me. I've never imagined that I would
become one of the evacuees. I couldn’t judge what was right at all in such confusion.

But I learned something very important through this experience. The things I feel
happiest is to live normally, go to school as usual, and attend classes together with my friends.
Also I came to think of my future seriously by myself. In addition, I really feel happy that
people in the world are working together to help us pave the way for our future.

I may not be able to go home where I have lived for 17 years. I may not be able to see the
friends to whom I said, “See you tomorrow” as usual on March 11tk, But I believe that we are
friends wherever we are; and we are students of Futaba high school in the future as well. It
may take some more time before I am fully recovered and standing strong, but I promise to
myself to become a strong person who will never be defeated at any adversity.
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